
Gleeson Business Directories 
 
 

Business directories were the turn-of-the-century equivalent to today's Yellow Pages. Phones were not 
common in places like Gleeson, and only a very few could afford them. Instead, businesses would be listed in the 
business directory, which was organized by city or town name, and distributed state-wide. For added visibility, 
bold-print listings could also be purchased, as could larger ads. These typically ran around the edges of each 
directory page, or would be placed between town names.  

Even in large towns, addresses were generally not given, nor were telephone numbers, even when the 
telephone became a widespread business standard. Each listing would begin with a brief description of location, 
population, banking, and post-office information.  An example page is shown below. 

These directory pages come courtesy of Arizona Historian Stan Benjamin of Tucson. The text shown is 
carefully reproduced as it was printed, including punctuation, quirky wording, spelling errors and typos. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sample page from 1914-15 Business Directory. Gleeson listings 
begin halfway down the page. (Top half is continuation of Gilbert 
listing). Note the ads around the edges, and the bold listing of 
certain entries. These were the paid promotions. (This example is 
printed here at half-scale.) 


